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both tanker and airborne command
post aircraft to Operations Desert
Shield/Desert Storm. Following action
in the Persian Gulf, B–1’s were taken
off alert, and the world began to settle
into the post-cold war era. The 28th
Bomb Wing, successful in protecting
the United States for five decades
began the transition from the strategic
role to an all-conventional mission.
Once again, the 28th shone brightly as
the bomb wing successfully partici-
pated in the congressionally directed
operational readiness assessment
known as Dakota Challenge in 1994.
The 77th Bomb Squadron was activated
at Ellsworth Air Force Base in April
1997, and the 28th Bomb Wing will con-
tinue to stand tall as the ‘‘Pioneer of
Peace for the 21st Century.’’

I strongly support the B–1B program
and share the view of the Air Force
that the B–1B is the backbone of our
bomber force. It deserves this reputa-
tion because of the versatility, effi-
ciency, and effectiveness of the craft.
To the flight crews as well as the
ground support, administrative staff,
security personnel, base support, and
hospital personnel who served and con-
tinue to serve as part of the 28th, I sa-
lute and commend your efforts. The ac-
tive duty members, families, and retir-
ees have forged an unbreakable bond
with the communities of Box Elder and
Rapid City.

Mr. President, I would like to take
this opportunity to thank all of those
associated with Ellsworth and the Air
Force for their impressive efforts and
for their commitment to South Dakota
and the United States. I know they
have had an illustrious past, and I
know they will continue their success
in the future. Their missions will con-
tinue, although modified to fit the re-
quirements of the post-cold war world,
and I have no doubt that they will con-
tinue to be the ‘‘first to fight with de-
cisive combat airpower that achieves
the aims of the combatant command-
er’s campaign’’ as their mission states.
Best wishes for another 50 years of
pride and success.∑
f

INTERNATIONAL RESCUE
COMMITTEE OF NEW YORK

∑ Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President,
today I am proud to note the accom-
plishments of the International Rescue
Committee of New York.

This week the International Rescue
Committee was awarded the Conrad N.
Hilton Humanitarian Prize, in recogni-
tion of its relief and resettlement serv-
ices to millions of refugees. In present-
ing the award to John C. Whitehead,
chairman of the IRC Board, former
President Jimmy Carter said, ‘‘This
year, the Hilton Foundation has ful-
filled a vital need in bringing the refu-
gee issue, one that is often overlooked
or ignored, to the forefront by honor-
ing the International Rescue Commit-
tee.’’

The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
created the annual award to recognize

outstanding efforts by the best Amer-
ican charitable organization engaged
in combating ‘‘famine, war, disease,
human affliction and man’s inhuman-
ity to man.’’ IRC was selected to re-
ceive the award by a prestigious inter-
national jury that included Dr. C. Ev-
erett Koop, former Surgeon General of
the United States. It was accorded the
Hilton Prize on the basis of its achieve-
ments in alleviating suffering, on the
sustainability of its programs, and on
the extent to which it reaches out and
involves others in accomplishing its
mission.

I want to congratulate the Inter-
national Rescue Committee on its fine
achievements and salute the Conrad N.
Hilton Foundation for recognizing
those efforts.∑
f

CELEBRATION OF FLORIDA INTER-
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY’S SILVER
ANNIVERSARY

∑ Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, this
month the people of Florida join with
faculty, staff, students, and more than
70,000 alumni in honoring Florida
International University on its 25th an-
niversary. For the past quarter cen-
tury, this outstanding institution’s
commitment to academic excellence
and its constant celebration of diver-
sity has enriched communities
throughout Florida, the United States,
and the entire world.

This milestone anniversary is par-
ticularly special to members of the
Graham family. In 1943, State senator
Ernest R. Graham—my father—intro-
duced legislation to establish a public
university in south Florida. Twenty-
two years later, on May 26, 1965, the
Florida State senate unanimously
passed legislation to fulfill his vision.
On September 19, 1972, Florida Inter-
national University opened its doors
for the first time.

That would have been a proud day for
my father. When I was growing up in
the Miami area, he used to tell my
brothers, sister, and I that the best in-
vestment he ever made were his Dade
County school taxes. He was proud,
even enthusiastic, about paying those
taxes because they enabled his children
to get a strong education in the Dade
County public school system. If he
were alive today, my father would
agree that the time and energy he put
into laying the groundwork for a Flor-
ida International University was yet
another wise educational investment.

After only a quarter-century in exist-
ence, FIU has already gained acclaim
as one of the most academically chal-
lenging and culturally diverse univer-
sities in the entire United States. This
distinction is a credit to Florida Inter-
national University’s hard-working
staff, dedicated faculty, bright student
body, loyal alumni, and especially the
wise, dynamic leadership of FIU’s four
presidents—Charles Perry, Harold
Crosby, Gregory Wolfe, and Modesto
Maidique.

Each of these four outstanding indi-
viduals have contributed to Florida

International University’s popularity,
prestige, and reputation. When Charles
Perry took the reins of FIU in 1969, a
full 3 years before the university
opened, the campus was a run-down
airport tower, old empty hangars, and
342 acres of land in west Dade County.
His boundless energy and zeal for es-
tablishing an outstanding public uni-
versity in south Florida led to the larg-
est opening day enrollment of any uni-
versity in American history. On Sep-
tember 19, 1972, nearly 6,000 students
started classes at Florida International
University.

Presidents Harold Crosby and Greg-
ory Wolfe continued the outstanding
work that president Perry had begun.
President Crosby placed special empha-
sis on fulfilling the international vi-
sion espoused by FIU’s founders, hiring
faculty members from a number of for-
eign countries and establishing the
multilingual, multicultural center.
President Wolfe led Florida Inter-
national through its critical transition
from 2- to 4-year university.

For the last 10 years, Florida Inter-
national University has had the good
fortune to be guided by a dedicated,
hard-working leader with an eye for ex-
cellence, a passion for education, a
keen insight into bringing town and
gown together in support of academic
success, and a determination to make
FIU second to none in preparing stu-
dents for the United States’ future in
an increasingly international economy
and society.

It might have been destiny that
brought President Modesto ‘‘Mitch’’
Maidique to Florida International Uni-
versity. He has helped to mold FIU in
his own image—president Maidique’s
own background contains the same
ethnic and cultural diversity, financial
savvy, and academic excellence that
have come to characterize south Flor-
ida’s preeminent public university.

The son of German-Czech emigrants
who settled in Cuba during the early
1800’s, president Maidique was born in
Havana in 1940. At the end of his for-
mal education, he had earned three de-
grees from the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology—bachelor of science,
master of science, doctor of electrical
engineering—and another from the
business program at MIT’s Cambridge
neighbor, Harvard University. By the
time he assumed Florida International
University’s presidency in 1986, he had
added professor and distinguished busi-
nessman to his résumé, teaching at
prestigious institutions like Harvard
and Stanford and lending his scientific
knowledge and business know-how to
several prominent firms.

Success followed president Maidique
to Florida International. His decade of
leadership has spurred a number of im-
pressive academic, financial, and cul-
tural achievements. In academics, U.S.
News & World Report consistently
ranks Florida International University
as one of the top 150 national univer-
sities in the United States. Money
magazine says that it is among Ameri-
ca’s best public commuter universities.
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